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Teaching Thinking Skills in Teacher Education 
Abstract 
The thinking skills policy in Malaysia is motivated by the aspiration of the 2020 Vision 
that was published in 1991. The vision states explicitly that Malaysia will become a fully 
developed nation by the year 2020. So, teaching the thinking skills has also been given 
a high priority in educational policy. However, many teachers are ill-equipped with the 
ability to teach thinking skills. Therefore, as the producer of current and future teacher, 
teacher education programme should emphasize thinking skills teaching. This study 
aimed at identifying the extent to which teacher educators provide an exemplary 
practice of thinking skills teaching to student teachers. Specifically, this study 
investigates whether teacher educators provide the opportunity to student teachers to 
engage in teaching and learning that emphasized the integration of thinking skills. This 
study was conducted at one teacher education programme in Malaysia. All final year 
student teacher (60) were selected as the samples. A set of questionnaire used as an 
instrument. Data were analyzed using Statistical Package for the Social Science and the 
findings were reported in the form of frequency and percentage. The findings indicate 
the lack integration of various forms of thinking skills in teaching and learning activities. 
The traditional approach of a one-way communication technique was more dominant 
compare to the teaching technique that promotes thinking skills. Hence, this study has 
several practical implications for teacher education programme for producing future 
teachers with the ability to implement thinking skills policy in schools. 
